CHAPTER VH

The Lecompton Fiasco

meeting of the constitutional convention scheduled at Lecomp-
X ton on September 7 was destined to bring unanticipated woe to the
Democracy, territorial and national Governor Walker's efforts to con-
trol its organization were not very fruitful Only forty-four of the pre-
scribed sixty delegates appeared, and they proved recalcitrant. First
they defeated Walker's slate. They chose John Calhoun president over
ex-Judge Rush Elmore and voted down Driggs, Walker's newspaper
editor, for printer, choosing John Henderson of the Leavenworth
Journal for the place. Then they turned on Calhoun. He knew as well
as Walker that Washington demanded submission of the constitution.
Yet many southern newspapers were urging the convention not to do
it, but to send their work direct to Congress.
The majority of the convention were disposed to take the southern
advice, and, to Calhoun's dismay, a caucus decided not to submit. Cal-
houn, perhaps with Walker's help, then took refuge in delay. Since
the territorial legislature was to be elected in October, and the free-
state men had decided to participate in this contest and had nominated
candidates, the voting would be a test of strength. The convention
should recess until after the election. Calhoun probably hoped the
election would go Democratic, which might then persuade the members
of the convention that it would be wise and safe to submit their handi-
work to the people. Also delay would mean he could obtain outside aid
and influence. His arguments told, After four days the motley conven-
tion dispersed until October 19.1
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